Parents of Agriculture Education Students:

The agriculture education program here at Sullivan High School consists of a sequence of four year long courses. Your child is enrolled in the introductory level course, which is designed to provide an overview of all the occupational areas of agriculture: animal science, horticulture, plant science, agribusiness, ag mechanics, agriscience, aquaculture, and natural resources. The units designed to teach leadership, personal growth, and career success are taught through the FFA, which is the national youth organization for students in agriculture education programs. Our National FFA charter, along with Public Law 105-225 establishes the FFA as an intra-curricular component of the agriculture education program. Last year our state’s legislature passed House Bill 4986 which amends the Illinois School Code to define the integral nature of the FFA program.  For this reason, the FFA is required for all students enrolled in the agriculture classes. We believe that opportunities offered through the FFA are vital to a student’s overall education in the field of agriculture. We encourage our students to become involved in as many FFA activities as possible. We also understand though that our students will have other commitments outside of the FFA. So, even though membership in the FFA is required; no FFA activities are considered mandatory. A student choosing to become involved in the FFA at any level will receive extra credit for this agriculture class, but there is no grade issued for participation in FFA activities held outside of the classroom. Students are given equal opportunity to succeed and even excel regardless of their level of involvement. 

There is a dues structure established by our sectional, state, and national FFA associations. The breakdown is as follows:


National FFA Organization:


$  5.00


Illinois Association of FFA:


$  4.00


Sectional




$  3.50

Local





$  2.50




Total:





$ 15.00

These dues are payable to the Sullivan FFA chapter by October 15th. Once the student’s name has been added to the national FFA mailing list, he or she will receive a quarterly leadership magazine from the national and state FFA associations. If there is a problem making this payment by that date, please contact me to discuss alternative arrangements. 

The local FFA chapter here at Sullivan High School has a tremendous legacy of success, and we are happy that your child will have the opportunity to be a part of it. We ask that you sign below to indicate that you have been informed of this course requirement and have your child return it to me. Thank you. 

__________________________


___________

        Student Signature



     Date

__________________________


___________

         Parent Signature



   Date
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